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HERRICK NATIVE JOINS PHARMCO FAMILY IN WINNER
Rich Wetzler spent over 25 years working ag retail, trucking 
cattle feed and raising his family in Creighton, Nebraska. Yet, 
part of his heart remained at home in South Dakota. When the 
opportunity to lead the Winner store arrived, Wetzler jumped in 
with both feet.

“I went to school in Burke and have family in the area, so com-
ing to Winner is very exciting for me,” Wetzler said. “I’m really 
looking forward to working with the public, becoming part of 
the community and being part of such a personal company. 
Pharmco isn’t a cold corporation. I can already tell customers 
and coworkers are like family.”

Wetzler managed Country Gen-
eral until 2002. When those stores 
were bought out, he was ready for 
a career change but didn’t want to 
uproot his three kids from school. 
At that point, he started a trucking 
company and spent the next years 
hauling cattle feed.

When Wetzler’s youngest son grad-
uated high school in May, he knew 
the time was right to explore new 
opportunities.

“Being three hours from my kids 
will be hard, but they’re very sup-
portive,” Wetzler said. “My twins, 
Samantha and Holden, graduated 
college and have each started their 
own careers in Norfolk. My youngest, Cole, enters the John 
Deere® technician program at Milford in July. We’ve all got excit-
ing stuff happening. Our time together will be more limited, but 
it will be special.”

Wetzler’s passion for people has been well-coupled with per-
sonalized service from the store’s team—Phil, Collene, Lisa, 
Lyle and Ken. Customers can also look forward to some store 
updates and specials.

“The crew here has been so warm and welcoming,” Wetzler said. 
“We’ve had a friendly, relaxed feel from the start. We’re work-
ing to update and freshen the store a bit. There’s a lot for me to 
learn, but being here just feels right. It’s an exciting time!”

While Wetzler remains excited for his future at Pharmco, he isn’t 
alone. Wetzler’s relatability was clear to Chris Nelson, Pharmco 
General Manager.

“Rich brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience to our team,” 
Nelson said. “His retail background 
and West River roots are definitely 
an asset for producers in the Win-
ner area.”

A self-proclaimed sports nut and 
people person, Wetzler looks for-
ward to being part of the Winner 
community.

“Hanging with my kids will always 
be my favorite pastime,” Wetzler 
said. “But, I’m a sports freak. 
Whether watching, playing or help-
ing, I love to be involved in sports. 
I’m looking forward to meeting 

people and think all the summer activities will be great.”

Wetzler joined the Pharmco team in Winner on May 10.  

Rich Wetzler (second from left) is the new Winner store manager and 
stands with his three children, Samantha, Cole and Holden.
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Pharmco is on Facebook!

Your time is limited. It is also your 
most expensive input and valuable 
commodity. To help make the most 
of your time, we share current 
news, information and store up-
dates via our Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/Pharmcosd.

You can also stay current by visiting 
our website, www.pharmcosd.com.
 Then, when something strikes you 
as important or meaningful for 
your operation, your local Pharmco 
team will be available to answer 
questions, secure products or make 
plans.

Visit Pharmco on Facebook today 
at www.facebook.com/Pharmcosd. 
Be sure to “Like” our page to get 
updates in your news feed.

Follow Pharmco for Industry 
News, Specials and Updates

MEETING NEEDS FROM TOWN TO COUNTRY

FARMING WITH PHARMCO: WHEAT, COVER CROPS, 
FORAGES AND WILDLIFE HABITAT

Pharmco is a full-service feed, seed, animal 
health, farming and ranching equipment pro-
vider serving the Midwest. But, we’re not just 
for farmers and ranchers!

As Pharmco has grown over the past two 
decades, we’ve worked hard to uncover what 

folks in our coverage area really need. Farmers and ranchers 
know they can count on us for everything from work to play. 
Pharmco offers even more though.

Our pets are part of our families, too, so we carry high-quality 
pet supplies like dog and cat food, horse wormers, chicken feed 
and more. 

You can even find 4-H 
show supplies and Bog® 
footwear in our stores. 

This time of year, 
though, one of our 
favorites to carry is our 
Traeger grill line! We 
have fire pits, wood pel-
let grills, seasonings, supplies, deep fat fryers and plenty more. 

Our teams in Platte, Chamberlain, Winner and Kimball put 
quality service first, so visit one of our locations today to see 
how we can help you from pets to play and beyond!  

As a state-certified seed conditioner 
facility and certified South Dakota seed 
dealer, Pharmco is your one-stop farm 
shop, especially when it comes to your 
wheat crop. But, you can also count on 
Pharmco for all your cover crop, forage 
and wildlife habitat needs!

You can rest easy knowing our equip-
ment and team are ready to help you 
maximize your wheat crop investment. 
We have portable seed cleaners for use 
across our coverage area. To keep you 
running smoothly, don’t wait to get your 
seed cleaned! We’re available and look 
forward to hearing from you.

While we’re cleaning your wheat, we 
can also treat it for maximum benefit. 
Pharmco offers Rancona® Pinnacle, a 
fungicide, and QuickRoots, a microbial 
seed inoculant.
• Rancona delivers premier protection 

against a broad spectrum of seed 
and seedling diseases resulting in 
uniform germination, emergence and 
stands for young plants. The healthy 
start helps ensure high yield. 

• Consider QuickRoots for an even 
bigger boost. The treatment helps 
with seedling vigor. This product 
increases nutrient uptake, including 
NPK.

Our Pharmco stores are 
also your go-to source for 
top-quality winter wheat 
varieties like Wesley (cer-
tified and non-certified), certified Over-
land and certified Ideal.

But, we don’t stop there!

You can count on Pharmco for a common 
cover crop three-way grazing mix using 
radishes, turnips and rape, but our status 
as a certified seed dealer lets us easily 
help you create a custom mix for your 
operation’s needs. Cover crops are a valu-
able tool and require planning, so be sure 
to stop in or give us a call today.

Another thing to consider for fall and 
winter grazing is the value of legumes 
like field peas and lentils. Legumes fix 
nitrogen and provide high-quality forage 
for grazing.

Your Pharmco team works hard to stay 
current with what’s working, what’s not 
and what’s worth trying anyway. Use us 
to help make the most informed deci-
sions possible. We know the investments, 
risks and challenges you face on a daily 
basis, and we’re committed partners for 
your success!  

By Chris Nelson, General Manager, (605) 680-3374

By Myron Veurink, Kimball Manager, (605) 682-9175



When it comes to silage pro-
tection, Pioneer® inoculants 
give you a better-quality silage, 
which leads to better animal 
performance. By using specially 
formulated inoculants, you can 
expect: 
• Less shrinkage, spoilage 

and runoff
• Higher feed energy levels
• Longer bunk life

When choosing the right inoculant for your 
crop, it’s important to look for products con-
taining the L. buchneri strain. Research shows L. 
buchneri helps inoculants enhance fiber digest-
ibility and nutrient availability.

The most popular inoculants in our area include:
• 11C33 with L. buchneri for corn silage

- You can expect improved silage feeding 
quality and bunk life with this product.

• 11H50 for alfalfa silage
- This inoculant reduces dry matter loss 

and reduces protein degradation.
• 11G22 with a propriety blend of L. buchneri, 

L. plantarum and Enterococcus faecium for 
grass and cereal silage
- These strains heighten silage quality 

for decreased fermentation, enhanced 
aerobic stability and improved animal 
performance.

Incorporating the right inoculant at the right 
time in the right way can add significant returns 
to your silage crop investment, but we don’t 
stop there!

Also, if you’re interested in baling when you 
are able versus when the alfalfa, hay or oats are 
ready, we have just the product. Hay Guard® 
contains a combination of sulfur compounds 
that produce gases to limit plant cell respiration 
and reduce temperature after baling. Hay Guard 
reduces dry matter loss of hay by 25% and 
improves dry matter intake of hay by up to 15%. 
Basically, you can bale wetter forage without risk 
of fire or compromised quality.

Hay Guard has been used successfully and 
cost-effectively in the Pharmco area. University 
research shows up to a 7:1 ROI when using Hay 
Guard. To learn more, contact your local Pharm-
co team today.  

Flies are more than annoying to you and your livestock 
herd. They are costly! Industry reports indicate horn 
flies alone cost U.S. livestock producers $1 billion each 
year.

Horn flies, face flies and others cause weight loss, 
spread disease and decrease grazing efficiency. Accord-
ing to the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, studies show calf weaning 
weights can be 10 to 20 lbs. higher when horn flies are controlled on 
mother cows. Even more, controlling flies in your yearlings can increase 
the herd’s weight gain by up to 18%.

Fly control is a huge issue for producers in our area every year. The right 
control method depends entirely on your management system. Though 
there have been concerns regarding bull fertility and the effects of in-
secticides containing pyrethrins, studies now prove there are no adverse 
effects on bull fertility, regardless of application method.

Our Pharmco teams are equipped with the knowledge and product you 
need to lessen your losses from flies.

Although there are many products available, there are four primary 
methods for fly control.

No matter the application method you choose, the best time to get 
started on fly control is before you need it. In case you find the flies beat 
you to the herd, don’t worry. There is still plenty of time to take control 
and minimize losses!

The teams in each 
of our four locations 
are well-versed on 
what works best in 
various situations, 
so stop in or give us 
a call.  

INVEST IN PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR SILAGE AND HAY 
HARVESTS

DON’T LET FLIES CONTROL YOUR HERD 
OR YOUR PROFITS 

By Nate Timmerman, Platte Manager, (605) 680-6283

By Tony Donovan, Chamberlain Manager, (605) 730-0624

Pharmco now carries Alpine® fly spray from BASF! The pressur-
ized fly spray is ready to use and safe for all environments—in-
cluding residential settings, outdoor events and livestock areas. 

Alpine® spray is a quick, no mess, low-odor option attractive to 
many people and effective on fly control. The spray is proven to 
be a quick knockdown with up to 30 days of fly-killing power 
on non-porous surfaces.

Contact your local Pharmco team today for more information 
about taking advantage of this fly control option!

1. Pour-on
2. Spray

3. Feed additive
4. Back rubbers (oilers)

Keep Flies at Bay With New Spray

480 lbs.
without fly control

500 lbs.
with fly control



You’ve probably heard the saying “If mama ain’t happy, ain’t 
nobody happy.”  There is no area where this might be truer than 
your cow herd. It’s critical to take care of your cow herd in these 
summer months because the payback is huge!

We have a wealth of industry research and local producer expe-
rience on cow nutrition. With the right protein, energy, mineral, 
trace mineral and vitamin availability, your cows can give you:
• Healthier calves all the way through the feedlot.
• Bigger calves at weaning, the end of the grower phase and 

at finish.
• Opportunity to hit earlier markets (think April fats and 

900-lb. January feeders).
• Better breed back in the first and second cycles.

Choosing the right products for your herd is based on your 
operation’s goals, challenges and advantages, so there’s no 
one-size-fits-all package. However, nearly all producers benefit 
from providing their herds chelated trace minerals and imple-
menting force-fed nutrition.

Chelated trace minerals allow for better absorption, and 
force-feeding nutrition results in more even results. Free-choice 
studies indicate 20% of the animals in your herd never con-
sume the product provided.

With your cow herd nutrition covered, now 
is the time to make sure you are prepared for 
the hot days we have ahead of us. Heat stress 
causes loss in all classes of cattle, but heat is 
especially dangerous for feedlot cattle. With a 
little planning, you can maintain your entire herd’s health even 
through the hottest days. Cattle comfort is HUGE!

1. Provide plenty of good-quality water. Our Pharmco teams 
can send in water samples for you if you have any ques-
tions about your supply quality.

2. Control flies. Period.
3. If at all possible, provide shade.
4. Keep the ground covered with straw and dampen it to 

lower pen temps.

In a feedlot situation, research shows providing more feed in 
the evening helps cattle handle heat better in the day. Feeding 
wet corn or earlage in a ration also seems to help intake, espe-
cially during hot days.

Your local Pharmco team is armed with the information and 
products you need to make the best decisions for your herd 
needs. Stop in or call today. The coffee’s always on!  

PO BOX 947 
36590 SD Highway 44
Platte, SD 57369-0947

WHAT’S IMPORTANT NOW? COW NUTRITION AND SUMMERTIME MANAGEMENT 

Check inside for information on the 
new manager at our Winner location!

By Phil Johnson, Animal Nutritionist, (605) 730-2020


